Peter Lindert and Matthew Pearson, January 2006.

Some conversions to metric, from

Richard Klimpert. 1896. Lexicon der Münzen, Masse, Gewichte, Zählarten un Zeitgrössen aller Länder der Erde (Berlin: C. Regenhardt, reprinted in Graz: Akademische Druck- und Verlagsanstalt, 1972).  

Arroba:  Multiple definitions.  (1) An Old Spanish trading weight at 25 Libra = 1/4 quintal = 10 kg.  Common in Spain, Spanish West Indes, Mexico, Central and South Amecica.  The Arroba from Alicante = 24 Libras Greusas = 12.792 kg; an Arroba granesa = 20 Libras gruesas. = 10.660 kg. In Brazil and Portugal the Arroba = 32 Arratals = 14.688 kg.  Mexico = 11.501 kg; the Plata States (Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay) = 11.484 kg; Manila uses Spanish weights, 2% heavier than English; Morocco: the Barley-Arroba = 7.189 kg, miscellaneous grains = 11.502 kg.  (2) Spanish liquid measure for wine.  2c.(?) 1 Arroba Minor (as much as Catntara, see there) has 8 Azumbres, 32 Quartillos, and should contain 34 Castilian pounds of liquid or 26.168, however, in the particular provinces there are great differences; in Cadiz = 15.8 l; Chile = 32.266 l, in wholesale trade = 34.067 l or 9 Old English gallons.  Aragon: Brandy Arroba = 13 1/3 l. Granada: at 38 Quartillos= 16.42 l.  Canary Islands: different in different places, between 4.975 l – 12.3 l. Madrid: Arroba Minor = 16.3 l, the Wine Arroba = 16.14 l. Malaga = 16.66 l. Mexico = 16.133 l.  Seville = 15 2/3 l. The Arroba minor had 4 Quartilos, 100 Quarterones or Panillas and should contain 26 9/16 Castilian pounds of liquid or 12.627 l, but likewise very differently.  The Oil Arroba is usually the weight of 25 Libra = 12.563 l, 140 Oil Arrobas = 109 Wine Arrobas. 1 Arroba in Alicante = 24 Libras = 14.40 l Oil, in Aragon = 13.93 l (or 12.6 kg by weight); in Bilbao = at 25 Libras at Quarterones= 13.48 l; in Cadiz = 15.2 l, in Coruña = 25 Quartillos = 12.43 l; in Madrid = 12.298 l.; in Valencia = 11.93 l (or 30 local pounds).

Biga: Money of account among the Arabs of Zanzibar, = 1/128 North American dollars = 3.3 (archaic currency). 
Bigha: (Biggah) the field-measure in Bombay, at 20 Pands = 32.557 acres; in Bengal at 20 Cottahs or Katthas at 16 Tschittacks (Chittacks or Chatanks) at 20 Candehs = 6400 square Haths= 13.3778 acres.

Catty, Kätty:  (katti, katto, katt, kati, in English: Catty) 179) In China, trading weight (kin) at 16 taels = 1/100 picul, in commerce with foreigners and with a tariff = 604.787 g; in Japan (kin) = 592.59 g.  In Dutch East Indies = 615.21 g; in Manila = 632.68 g; one katty of rice in Amboina (Maluku Islands)  = 590.6 g; in Banda (Maluku Islands) = 2.768 kg.  The Catty of Singapore = 20 Bönkals at 16 Meiams = 1.9428 kg.  The Catty of Atschin = 14.820 English Trongran = 0.9603 kg.  The Catty of the Sulu Islands at 16 Tehls at 10 Ammas at 10 Ulandong or Tschutschok at 10 Muhuk = 604.787 g.  The Malaysian Catty = 645.11 g but in the Praris 647.126 g, in trading with foreigners only 601.280 g.  The Catty gold and silver weights in Benkulen = 661.468 g, in Padang = 922.81 g.   

Coolack:  maybe Kulack? See Kulack below

Corge: (pronounced Kordsh), kohrasch, koorge, corja, count-measure for manufactures in East India and the East Indian archipelago = 20 pieces at 4 Gundah; in Singapore for Java-Tobacco = 40 koerbe.

Ell:  (English Elle)  The English Ell = 1 ¼ yards = 1.142 m; the Flemish Ell = ¾ yard = 68.579 cm; the French Ell = 1 ½ yards = 1.371 m; the Kaplandish Ell of 27.82 English Zoll = 70.66 cm.
Fanega:  In Spain, 55.501 l (Madrid 55.34 l.).  Argentina = 137.20 l. …;  Brazil 55.363; Chile 90.75 l. “laut gesetz” (phonetic law?) of 1848 = 97 l. or 77.5 kg. (Concepcion province = 105.87 l.); Colombia = 55 l. …; Mexico to 1866, 12 almudas = 90.815 l Peru = 55.363; ….

Fanga: to 1868 grain measure in Portugal, to 1874 in Brazil, at 4 Alquires, in Lisbon = 55.363 l.; in Porto = 69.86 l; in Rio de Janeiro = 160 l (in the Praris = 3 Fangas of Lisbon); in Bahia = 124.57 l. 

Koku:  a)Weight in Japan, at 1250 catties = 756.1 kg.  b) Capacity-measure at 10 To or 100 Schoo = 1.815 hl.

Kulack: Trading weight in Batavia = 7 ½ Katties (Cattys?) = 4.614 kg. (particularly a rice weight) 1 Kulack or Culack pepper in Palembang = 1 ¼ Kätti (Catty?) = 756 g.
Maund:  East Indian trading weight, see Mönn.

Mönn:  (also Man, Maund, Mun, Mahnd); trading weight in East India.  The Indian Mönn, bazaar or british East Indian standard-weight from Bengal, has 40 Sihrs at 16 Tschittacks, 5 Tolas = 37.324 kg.  The old Bazar-Mönn had the same organization and was = 37.255 kg. The Mönn factory-weight in Bengal, with the same organization as the bazar-weights, = 33.868 kg; it was also called the Puca-Mun.  The Bombay- Mönn at 40 Sihrs at 30 Peiss (Pice) 72 Tänks (Tanks) = 12.70 kg.  The usual Mönn from Surate at 40 Sihrs = 16.98 kg; the Surate- Mönn of 42 Sihrs = 17.83 kg. In the Praris one counts 3 Surate-Mönn = 4 Bombay-Mönn = 1 ½ Bengal Factory-Mönn.  Coffee is sold after Mönn by 41 Pound andp. (?) = 18.6 kg.  The Mönn of Madras at 8 Biss = 11.34 kg.  The Mönn of Ponditscherrn = 11.748 kg.  The Mönn of Atschin at 21 Bambus = 75 pounds audp. = 34.02 kg.  The Mönn of Padang (Sumatra) for Rice = 39.3 kg.  In the sea-side town Kurratschi one avails oneself of the old Bengali Bazar-Mönn of 82 pounds audp.  (= 37.2 kg) and a second Bombay-Mönn of 42 Bombay Sihrs = 13 1/3 kg. 

The Mönn originally was a capacity measure, with which one bought nearly everything in east India; gradually however the Mönn was understood as a weight and from there comes the difference of its meaning.  In Puna the Mönn is 35.74 kg.  The Mönn of Zanzibar, with which most articles are sold in the shops and on the market, has 3 Artal or 48 Wakiah = 1.3472 kg.  The Mönn of maskat (Arabia) as 9 Artal or 144 Wakiah = 4.0416 kg, and the Mönn of Oman (Arabia) is ¼ lighter than the Mönn of Zanzibar = 1.011 kg.  (see Mahnd and Man)

Picul (Pekul): A weight in India and China = 125 pounds.

Real: Portugese and Spanish (from the Larin regalis = royal). Majority Portugese reïs (milreis), past Spanish calculation and silver coin, 1/20 of the Duro or Spanish silver Piasters = 1.3145 g, 0.900 fine silver, in worth of 21.295 (archaic currency); existing in former times in several editions and first coined in 1497.  The material de plata antiguo (Rpta.)  or old silver-material (not represented by a Muenzstueck?) = 2.2624 g fine silver = 40.72 (archaic currency).  The Spanish Real de plata provinzal of 1728-1772 was 2.7716 g weight, 0.916 2/3 fine, 2.5407 g fine silver= 45.73 (archaic currency).  The Real de velon (Rvn) or copper-Real (represented a silver piece) = 1.2019 g fine silver = 21.634 (archaic currency).  1 Real had 34 Maravedis or 100 Centesimos or also 2 Medios at 10 Dezimos, similarly also 16 Cuartos at 4 Maravedis. -- 
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Early real of Colombia (1826) 2.2554 fine silver weighed 3.383 g, .0666 2/3 fine, 2.2554 g fine silver = 40.60 (archaic currency).  The Real to 10 schillings Danish-West Indian Kurrant = 2.436 g weight, 0.625 fine, 1.5225 g fine silver = 27.4 (archaic currency). In several formerly Spanish countries of North America (Mexico) in private trade of the Piaster is divided into 8 Reals (at 1/8 peso) at 4 Cuartillios at 12 Granos.  Furthermore the Real is portugese money of account to 40 Reis (s.d.?). Finally the Real in Batavia is a gold and a silver weight = 1/9 Dutch Troy Mark = 27,343 g.

Seer (Ser, Sier, Ser): a weight in Hindustan, see Sihr.  The Seer in Turan = 1/8 Batman = 15.9705 kg; the Seer in Grosskhanat (?) Bokarah = 1/40 Batman = 491.41 g; the Seer in Madras = 1/40 Maund = 283.4 g;  the Sihr of Surate = 35 Tolas, 12 Massas, 8 Roettihs = 424.563 g; the Seer for coral and amber = 9/10 the aforementioned weights.  The half Seer (Nim?=Ser, Nim=Sihr) is also called Du.

Tael:  (also Tehl, Tale, Tail) the Malan and Javan (pronounced Tehl, Chinese liang), a 10 Tsien, Mehs, Mace, or Mas, a 10 Fen or Candarin a 10 Li, Tong=Tsien, kaesch or cash a 10 hao or Chou a Sse or Sii= 1/16 katty or kin.  All of these designations are in China gold and silver weights, and every monetary unit means simply the same weight in silver.  The Tael also divided in trade in 24 Tschu a 10 Lui a 10 Schu = 37.7994 g.  The same varies between 32 and 39 g.  With foreign trade one generally avails himself of the Mexican and older Spanish Piasters and 100 Dollars = 72 Taels (Instead of ca. 64 1/3) counts, so is the Liang or Tael in commerce with foreigners a quantity of 33.38675 g fine silver.  The Shanghai Tael = 34.2463 g fine silver.  The Schatzsilbergewichtstael “treasure silver weight tael” = 38.246 g.  The gold tael of Shanghai = 36.560 g.  1 tael in Atschin, as 4 Pardohs, 4 Mehs, 4 kopangs =  on average 19.408 (archaic monetary unit denoted as a scripted M.  I can’t translate this).  1 Tael in Borneo for diamonds and other precious articles = 39.7675 g = 827 2/5 Dutch As. The same was divided in Bandjar Masin into 16 mehs (Mace) to 6 Tihas (Teeas) to 3 Malburongs (malaboorongs), in Succadana into 4 Pehahs (Pahams) to 4 mehs to 4 kopangs to 2 Bjusoecks (Busocks).  In Canton the Tael in gold and silver weight = 37.573 g;   The Tael for the Thee there = 36.180 g. The Tael of Maikassar = 39.771 g; the Tael gold weight in Padang = 700 Rachims = 41.014 g.  In Sinkel (Sumatra)  in earlier times one counted a Tael to 4 Sukus to 4 Satallies = (archaic monetary conversion, can’t translate).  In Atschin Tael were worth on average 19 schillings sterling.  (see China II. Teil.)

Timbang:  (in Malay = “balance”), East Indian weight, about 6 Centner.  1 Timbang in Batavia = 10 sacks of 5 pikols 307.605 kg.

