England and Wales 1759

	Social group


	Number of people 
	Percentage of  population
	Per capita income  
(in £ per annum)
	Income in terms of per capita mean

	Cottagers & paupers
	581399
	8.8
	2.2
	0.21

	Husbandmen
	670800
	10.15
	3.2
	0.32

	Vagrants
	13418
	0.2
	3.2
	0.32

	Ale-sellers, cottagers (lsr.)
	90000
	1.36
	4.4
	0.44

	Laborers, country
	700000
	10.59
	4.6
	0.46

	Mining
	64350
	0.97
	5.1
	0.51

	Building trades (country)
	484052
	7.33
	5.6
	0.55

	Manuf wood, iron (country)
	315328
	4.77
	5.6
	0.55

	Manuf wool, silk (country)
	315328
	4.77
	5.6
	0.55

	Common seamen, fishermen
	180000
	2.72
	6.7
	0.66

	Common soldiers
	36000
	0.54
	7.0
	0.69

	Laborers, London
	70000
	1.06
	7.9
	0.78

	Farmers 4
	402490
	6.09
	8.0
	0.79

	Civil officers
	112000
	1.69
	8.6
	0.85

	Tradesmen 5
	562500
	8.51
	8.9
	0.88

	Ale-sellers, cottagers (gtr.)
	90000
	1.36
	8.9
	0.88

	Master manufacturers 4
	280007
	4.24
	8.9
	0.88

	Building trades (London)
	17595
	0.27
	9.2
	0.91

	Manuf. wood, iron (London)
	44147
	0.67
	9.2
	0.91

	Manuf. Wool, silk (London)
	44143
	0.67
	9.2
	0.91

	Freeholders 3
	321992
	4.87
	9.5
	0.94

	Clergymen, inferior
	45000
	0.68
	10.0
	0.99

	Liberal Arts
	90000
	1.36
	12.0
	1.19

	Farmers 3
	67085
	1.02
	14.0
	1.38

	Tradesmen 4
	90000
	1.36
	15.6
	1.54

	Innkeepers 2
	13500
	0.2
	15.6
	1.54

	Master manufacturers 3
	44801
	0.68
	15.6
	1.54

	Freeholders 2
	160996
	2.44
	19.0
	1.88

	Farmers 2
	33540
	0.51
	20.0
	1.98

	Naval officers
	24000
	0.36
	20.0
	1.98

	Clergymen, superior
	10000
	0.15
	20.0
	1.98

	Freeholders 1
	140868
	2.13
	21.7
	2.15

	Tradesmen 3
	45000
	0.68
	22.2
	2.2

	Innkeepers and ale-sellers
	9000
	0.14
	22.2
	2.2

	Master manufacturers 2
	22401
	0.34
	22.3
	2.21

	Military officers
	8000
	0.12
	25.0
	2.47

	Law
	84000
	1.27
	28.6
	2.82

	Farmers 1
	16770
	0.25
	30.0
	2.97

	Merchants 3
	60000
	0.91
	33.3
	3.3

	High titled classes, 12
	51200
	0.77
	33.6
	3.32

	Tradesmen 2
	22500
	0.34
	44.4
	4.39

	Master manufacturers 1
	11200
	0.17
	44.6
	4.41

	High titled classes, 11
	38400
	0.58
	50.5
	4.99

	High titled classes, 10
	32000
	0.48
	53.9
	5.33

	High titled classes, 8
	16000
	0.24
	53.9
	5.33

	High titled classes, 9
	20800
	0.31
	62.2
	6.14

	Merchants 2
	12000
	0.18
	66.7
	6.59

	Merchants 1
	8000
	0.12
	75.0
	7.41

	High titled classes, 7
	10240
	0.15
	84.2
	8.32

	Tradesmen 1
	11250
	0.17
	88.9
	8.79

	High titled classes, 6
	5120
	0.08
	168.4
	16.65

	High titled classes, 4
	3200
	0.05
	202.1
	19.98

	High titled classes, 3
	1600
	0.02
	269.4
	26.63

	High titled classes, 5
	2560
	0.04
	336.8
	33.29

	High titled classes, 2
	800
	0.01
	336.8
	33.29

	High titled classes, #1
	400
	0.01
	673.5
	66.58

	Total
	6607780
	100
	10.12
	1


Income distribution data: From Massie’s 1759 table as revised by Lindert and Williamson (1982), also available as an Excel file at http://gpih.ucdavis.edu / early income distributions, and on Lindert’s home page. The household size estimated for various social groups from contemporary sources. 

Territory and population: Current area of England and Wales is assumed. Population obtained from Brian Mitchell (1988, p. 7) who quotes the Wrigley-Schofield (1981) figure of 6,063,000 for England less Monmouth in 1759 (no data for England and Wales for dates before 1801 are given). For 1801, Mitchell gives 8,893,000 for England and Wales. Since at the same time Wales’s population is estimated at 541 thousand and Monmouth’s at 46 thousands, this implies that the ratio between England and Wales (on the one hand) and England without Monmouth (on the other) was 1.07. Applying this ratio to the 1759 figure given by Mitchell yields the final estimate of 6,463,200.

Urbanization rate: Estimated from Allen (2003). 

Mean income in $PPP:  Interpolation from Maddison (2001, p. 247). 
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